YH THE 
LEPER CLENSED, 


OR THE 


REDVCTION 


Of an Erring 
CHRISTIAN. 
Being a Narrative of Ri- 
chard Ballamieof Tiverton his fal- 
ling off to Anabapriſm and of his re. 


turning to the Truth,with che cau(- 
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The Leaper C eanſed, 


F, 


Ba In print; and if any that ſee 
"0 TI me thus appear, judge that 


tis me main bufineſſe to 
SIA vindicace my ſelf, they ate 
miſtaken ; I am partly driven to this by the 
Irregular proceedings of thoſe who hay© 
judged me asan offender,and yerwould not 
give me libertyco ſpeak for my ſelf: Sorhat 
1 am enforced to ſpeak this way) or to juſti- 
fie them| by my ſilence ; burthat which moſt 
of all prevails with meis » 

1. A deſire to give glory to God in ac- 
knowledging his mercy ,who hath opened 
my eyes and ſhewed me the errour of my 
Way, 

H4 I judge it my duty» to labour tounde-' 
ceive all the ſimple and plain hearted. 

* 2+ Ithinkir as neceflary to diſcoyer the 
hypocrifie of ſome that lye in wait to de» 
ceives and by cunning infinuations and pre- 
tences draw afide many ſouls to their own 
lofle, if not to their defiructions ; 
a 3 5 
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It is notoriouſly known to all the inha- 
bitants of Tiverfonthat I was deeply enga- 
gediin that way,which 1s commonſy known 
by the name of Anabaprtifts ; yea , ſo far as 
tha: T though:,.I was bound to oppoſe all 
tratdiffented from/that' ways as being anti- 
chriſtian ; and fo zealous was T to promote 
thatintereſt, that I forſook my relations, & 
left my Fathers tioule » not aro for any 
ſociety, but ſuch as were for. that way} 
refuling to joyn in prayer with.ſuch as dit- 
fered from me-in that » though otherwiſe 
godly. Thus 1 continued for the ſpace of - 
REArtWO yeares,but at laſt God was pleaſed 
to. cauſe me- to - refle&t upon my {elf 'and 
Ways» and by ſome ſpecial providences (of 
whichIſhall by and by give an account ) 
he made me willing co ftand upon the waies 
and fee, and enquire for the 'way of the 
Led oe: untiH this Su tory ſo Wed 
With prepidiceagainſt t ck miniftry, 
that I refuſed if confarncas and debates 
with any ( though offered with never {6 
much nuldaefle ) concerning the 'way*in 
which I was: or.if I didatany' time admit >._ 
of any, it wasto defend and not to examine 
it: but now: God having put fome check 
upon my fpiritz I'began to lay things in the 
ballance, and dbſcrying another people in' 


this 


d 
thisplace, walking under Ordinances , an ' 


joyned with the publick. miniſtry ; fuch 
thoughts as theſe are would come in ſome- 
times, We far,we are in theway of God, & 
they ſay they arein the way of God : May 
not I all this while be miſtaken > Though 
T often oppoſed fuch thoughts as theſe ,- yer 
they returned upon me by my. obſeryation ; 
for I could nor but take notice that thoſe T' 
walked withall, were looſer both in their 
principles and practizes , than thoſe I dif- 
ſented from ;' 1 found them fleight in their 
thoughts of the Sabbath, and that they-ob- 
ſerved that day rather out of policy than 
out of conſcience ; not{o much to ſan&hific 
the name of God, as to keep their hearers 
from atrendingrthe publick Miniſtry : they 
ſpeak (l-ightly of thoſe that walked Rri&ly 
and cloſely with Godin duty ; ſaying , that 
all the Religion of ſuch lay in duties, but- 
theirs was fſpirituall. I further obferyed , 
that their families were without prayer ge- 
nerally; their children without infttuction 3 
and ſurely their conſtant negle& of duties 
in their families, made me grow very care- 
leſſe of mine in private. The conſideration: 
of theſe things , made me begin to enquire 
whether this were the truth which I profeſ- 
ſed. From henceforth I reſolyed to conk= 
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der what was objzcted againſt the way I 
WAasS1nz and to weigh the Argument#I had 
ighred, becauſe I ſaw many ſerious godly 
People did live in the profeſsion- & practice 
Ot that which I oppoſed, And upon ſerious 
inquiring into the Word, and earneſt ſecks 
10gof God)it pleaſed the Lord to ſatisfie 
INE 1n thetruth : and in particular touching 
ele two controverted truths : 

T+ Thatthe Coyenant of grace, ſtands 
now in force to the children of belieyers 
under the Goſpell. 

2, That this is a ſufficient ground by 

z0ds appointment y why the children of be» 
lieyers ſhould be baptized: this is eyident 
from many ſcriptures in the newTeftament, 
Which the Anabapriſts have endeavoured of- 
cen to obſcure; I ſhall onely mention one, 
Which was as full ro me, Aft.2.29.ThePro- 
miſe js to you,and to your children; the A- 
nabaprtiſts haye laboured to darken this 
truth, by perſwading the world to belieye 
that children have no right to the Promiſe z 
till they are aRually called, which they 
would infer from: be laſt claim of the fore- 
mentioned Text.. But by conſidering I 
ſaw their miſtake/in the Text , (Call) hath 
no relation to children but co them afar 
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r. Becauſe the iIeen are joyned with 
their Parents in the promiſe which is an in- 
tire propoſition in the Text, 

2, If children ſhould be excluded from 
. the promiſe, this could not have comforted 
the Parents, but haye ſadned them, thar 
their children ſhould be the ſame with hea- 
thens- Now here the ſcope of the Text is 
urged by the Apoſtle for conſolation. 

3. If ſo; Then this could not encourage 
the Parents to ſubmit to theſe under this ad- 
miniſtration but would have hindred them 
that their children ſhould be excluded from 
the promiſe, who ſtood in it for 2000 years 
before,under the other adminiſtration. 

4+ If fo then, children would be ſu- 
perfluous in this Text, and fo the ſpirir 
of God would be charged with txu- 
oat which would be blaſphemy to af- 

rmes | 

5, The tenſe is changed, the promile is 
to you and your children , in the preſent 
tenſe; but when he ſpeaks of the call, he 
ſpeaks in the future tenſe; as many as God 
(ball call which muſt needs be applied to 
them afar off, and not co children, 

6. If their interpretation hold good, 
there would be a very great charge 1n the 
extent of the coyenant,narrower undzr the 

a 4 Goſpel 
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Goſpel then it was underthe law» and no 
notice in all the Book of God given of ſuch 
a change. | 

7. If therr interpretation be true, then the 
telieving Jews ſhould have Jofle by their 
1epentancesif their children ſhould be exclu- 
ded from the Promiſe, as ſoon as the Pa- 
rents had repented. : 

8. Then they could have no hope of their 
childrens for hope without promite 1s pre- 
ſumption. 

9, If children ſhould be excluded fromthe 
promiſe, let any | man breathing ſhew me 
what pnviledge the children of repenting 
parents have aboye others ? Now it 1s clear 
the Apoltle addes children 1n the Text , to 
ſhew that they had ſome ſpeciall priviledge 
above thoſe that were yeruncalled. 

Io- Then how could the bleſſing of 4- 
braham come to the Gentiles according to 
Gal. 3. 14+ which bleſſing of Abraham 
Was, I will be a God unto thee, and thy 
ſeed; Gen. 17+ 7- 

11. Then how can believers be heires ac- 
cording to Gal. 2. 29. if their children 
ſhould be excluded fromthe promiſe, for the 
childrens right to the promile isa part of the 
fathers Inhertance (For) the p:omiſe is to 
thee and thy feed. 

| Laſtly 
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Laſtly if children. '] excluded from the 
promiſe, ic ſeemes the Apoſtle went abour 
rather to deceiye his hearers then to inform 
themzit 1s yery unlikely the Apoſtle would 
ute the ſame diale& of the Covenant that 
was formerly uſed to Abraham (Iam thy 
God the God of thy ſeed, the premiſe is to 
you and your children ) if jt had been his 
minde, that children ſhould be excluded , I 
wiſh chat men would wich unbyaſed hearts 
weigh thoſe things,and you ſhould ſee that 
the children of believers as in the promiſe. 
Further I obſerve that the promiſe 1s to be 
confidered two wayes, 

I. As it is invilibly madey ſoit is alone 
tothe Ele&. 

As i is viſibly made, ſo it is with vift- 
ble profeſſors and their children 3 whoever 
3S in Covenant 1n the firſt ſenſe , can ne- 
ver fall away. But many may be in Cove- 
nant in the latter ſenſe, who may after- 
wards degenerate and fall away. | 

Here let the impartial Reader take notic® 
that the Covenant, as it1s viſibly exhibited 
3s the ground for Baptiſm; ſeeing the 
ſubje&ts of the Covenant internally are 
known to God alone this diſtin&ion of 
the Covenant isclear from Row.9.4.where 
the Apoſtle ſa yes, the Coyenant vertai » to 

them , 
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themaand yet the Apoltie was in great hea- 
vineſle for themverſ-2.Jts:clear from As 
3-25,where the Jews are called theChi/drex 
of the Covenantand yet but few ofthem in- 
ternallyin the Covenant. Its clear from 
Tohn 1.311.where they are called,Gods own, 
which could not beby creation, for ſo all 
are his own; neither could it be by ſpeciall 
grace, for taith the Texr , they rejeRed 
Chriſt : Then it muſt needs follow , that 
there was a viſible Church-covenant or cos 
yenant of grace viſibly exhibited, that gave 
them a clajm ro God. 

In a word this muſt be acknowledged by 
the Anabaptiſts themſelves, elſe how can 
they call themſelves a wſible Church of 
Chriſts if there be no viſible exhibition of 
the Covenant togiye men ſuch a viſible re- 
* lation; for there 1s no claime to God but by 
Coverant. , 

In this ſenſe we are to underſtand , the 
children of Believers, in the pronuſe accor- 
ding to the meaning of the Apoſtle 1a 
Att.2.39,Nowthis Covenant right, is a 
ground which God himſelf layes down , 
why any ſhould be baptized, At-2.38, he 
requires baptiſme,ver ſc 3 9 ſhewesthe reaſon 
For the promiſe is to you.Here I deſire the 


reader to ta ke notice how che word of com. 
mang 
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mand d:peds upon the word of promiſe, 
and with an inſeparable union andConnex- 
tion there is between the command and 
the promiſezth2 ſame reaſon alledged by the 
Apolſtle:why the parent ſhould be Baptized 
1s rendred by the ſame Apoſtle, as a reaſon 
why the children ſhould be Baptized , ( for 
the promiſe 1s to you and your Children ) 
nay the very ſame comand expreſſed to bap- 
tize the one 1s implied to baptize the other 
for if ſome or any to whom the promiſe is 
made, may not be baptiſed there can be no 
force 1n the Apoſtles argument. 

Thus the Lord ſatisfied me about Infant- 
baptiſme. 

Being thus far ſatisfied 1 went to heare 
the publick Miniſtry , bur this comming to 
the eares of the Anabaptiſts , there came 
three of their ſociety the next day to me 
to have an account concerning this thing 3 
I cold them it they pleaſe to come at a time 
appointed I would give them the reaſons of 
my withdrawing from them ; and accor= 
dingly they came » the preachers & theprine 
Cipaleſt among them, where I gave them 
an account "; my withdrawing from chem, 
as many of my friends can bear witneſfle , 
which was as followeth, 

I+ Their denying the childr?n of 

Believers 


[x2] 
Believers a right tro the Covenant- 

2. Living in conſtant negle& of an Or- 
dinance of Chrift ( viz.) ſinging of 
Plalms. 

3. For neglecting of Family duty, 
maintaining it to be a mans liberty , not his 
duty to pray in his Family. 

4+ For denying the power of the Magt- 
ſtrare for puniſhing of eyil doers: ( to wit 3 
Quakers.) | | | 

5. For ſleighcing the publick Miniſtry. 

I offered to give them a farther account 
of my withdrawing from the hypocrife and 
wickednefle oi one YVViiliam Facye, who 
15 their preſent Paitor , but chey refuled to 
hear, and defired1 would nor caſt dirt to 
theirface ; I defired that they would pleaſe 
to give an account what they had againſt 
me 3but I could get nothing but this from 
them (viz+) You are withdrawn from us, 
and haye negle&ed your place amongſt us. 

Thea they ſolicited me again to return 
ro them, but {ceing they could not prevail » 
they ſummoned m2 to appear before them 
ſuch a day. 1 told them if I might haye the 
liberty to bring ſome friends of mine with 
mes I would meet with them this being 
granted and the day aſſigned, I deſired Mr. 
Forteſcue Lowman Munilter of the wm in 

Caadlie 
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Cadliey with ſome other tends to be pre- 
ſent, whom I found very ready, and accor- 
dinely at the time appointed, came with 
me to their meeting, where were preſent 
ſome of the ableſt of chat party in theſe 
parts , Both from Plymonth , Dartmouth, 
Tatnes,Bonytracy, Bomptonand ſeveral 0- 
ther parts, whom they had invited to aſsift 
themzand it 1s remarkable to behold the juſt 
hand of the Lord , who will not bear with 
finne, nor ſuffer his truth to fall ro the 
ground; afloon as we came 1ntorherr meet- 
tingiit pleaſed theLord to (rike ſuch a damp 
upon their ſpiritszand caſt them 1nto ſuch an 
hurreythat nota man among them would 
engageto juſtifie cheir proceedings, but ane 
ThomasC laſſe( who was nor of that ſociety, 
but a Teacher ot a company of them at Bo- 
»ytracy )in the name of the reſt of the A- 
nabaptifts, defired that all ſuch as were not 
members of their ſociety would: withdraws 
Itoldthem if my friends ſhould nor be pre- 
{ent with me according to appointment , I 
would withdraw alſo ( knowing the 1m- 
conveniency of being with them alonezwhent 
there was no one to teſtifie the plain cruth of 
things ) He told me if I would deny the au- 
tkority of Chit and his Church » I might. 
Unto whom:I replyed; That the authority 


of 
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of Chriſt I did own y but your authority 1 
did deny. VV/lliam Facy not willing to be 
laid opens joyned with this motion,and de= 
fired my friends to withdraw - Then Mr. 
Lowman told them he had ſomething to pro=- 
poſe to them before he did withdraw, if 
they pleaſed, T homas Glaſſereplyed , pray 
withdrawsfor you have nothing to do here» 
So we withdrew, and one of my friends 
ſaid Report no morethat we refuſe to give 
you a meeting : Which falſe report they 
have often ſpread to deceive the ſimple, and 
to carry on their defigne by perſwading the 
ignorant into an opinion , that ſuch as dif- 
fer from them , have nothing to ſay-from 
Gods word to jultific their practice. 

The ſame night came Thomas Glaſſe ( it 
is worth inquiring, why they ſent not their 
own Paſtor V/71l;am Facyiit they were not 
aſhamed of him or he to look on me ) and 
one of his brethren to my houſe with a meſ(- 
{uage from the re(t of the Anabaptiſts 4to 
declare that they had rejeRed me. Mr. Low- 
24x being preſent,delired to know by what 
Rule they walked to rejeRta man for with= 
dravying upon | ſuch juſt and reaſonable 
grounds, as I had before urged: But Thom. 
Glafſe refuſed ro; entertain. any conference 
with him for bis fatisfaCtion , and told him 


wn, 
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they had nothingto LR him; and be- 
ing asked , why they denyed my friends li- 
berty to.be preſent in their meeting , accor- 
dicg to appointment, and refuſed to give 
Mr. Lowman liberty to propoſe what he had 
to offer them. 7 homas Glaſſe brake out in 
a pertifh fits ſayings That vve had attempt- 
ed to diſturbe them 1n the worſhip of God, 
and charged us with abuſing the name of 
God, and his people with inciviliry , diſho= 
nelty. and want of knowledge ; and withall 
affirmed, that he was imployed by the reſt 
of his Brethren to tell us ſo: Unto which 
Mr. Lowmaz teplyed, If you are impl6yed 
by your Brethren to give us ſuch language » 
pray be pleaſed to: return this meſſyage a- 
gain, That I humbly conceive they have 
done nsthe wrong»to appoint ſuch a mee- 
ting with us, and when we came: 3;to deny 
us liberty to be-preſent ; and: now. to fend 
ſuch language. after vs. 1- We did not di- 
{turb you in-your worſhip of God,for we did 
neither ſee nor, hear. you about.any religi- 
ous exerciſe whea we camezneither did we 
ſpeak a ward till you bidus depart , neither 
wereuncivill with you , for we withdrew 
according to your deſire, Tho, Glaſſe being 
defixed to ſhew ſome-reaſon forgiving ſuch 
flanderous words, replied, that- he: was-not 

| come 
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come to diſpute, but to declare in the iname 
of their Church that they had rezxQted mez 
the particulars of my charge, was as follows 


tn. Y.., 3 

rt. That I had withdrawn from their ſo- 
cietry;and neglectcd my place amonelt them, 
- 2, That I had villified ſome 6fmtherr 
Brethren» whom I had forgiven. 

3. That I had vilbfaed fome oftheir Bre- 
thren for denying Magiſtracy , neg- 
Ie& of family dutys finging of Pſalms. 

4. That I had abuled my tather in law, 
Theſe things put together, Tho.Glaſs& 
one more of his Brethren did in the name 
oftheChurch, declare megxilty 4 Blaſphe- 
2) | You may judge this was a learned af- 
ſembly that brought this charge to ſuch a 
-conclufion |] and they were ſentto tell me 
they had rejected me. 6 
Nowrthat you may fee the irregular-pro- 
-ceedings of ſuch as pretend to religion and 
under that pretencedrawaway many poor 
{oules from-thoſe means which God hath 
blefſed for their converfi6n'and edification', 
to the end ſuch may'be warned- to! take 
heed, give me leaye. to anſwer 'to my 
- Charge and [ſhall fpeake nothing but the 
plain eruth, and ler: the \moderate judge 
where the gwile lies, {© © * 5 
or 
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for- withdrawing (171 them. . 
.”- I judge it a great bleffing,that:the Lord 
hath ſo far opened my eyes as to- bring me 
out from among them » which/ will - eafily 
a it you remember the grounds 1 have 
al ed, and. ſhall: yet urge from their 
wickedneffe aswell wy re as principles 
that T found a 3  infomuchthat 
F-wonder how the ſober among then 
could walk with them hicherto: But this 
F ſhall ſhew youin (anſwer in:the ſecon@ 
branch of my charge; which 1s a villifying 
ſome members which (lay they )I have for- 
given. The occaſion of this charge they 

bring againſt meisas followeth- 
VVilliam Facy, theirpreſenc Paſtor walk- 
ed ſo diforderly's his wickednefſe was fo 
ſrraeghar they could dono leſs chen fuſpend 
: Burt ſo {leightly did rhey deale in the 
bufinefſe that his ſulpenfion pretended re- 
pentance and admition ag aines was all 
within one week ſhortly after he fained 
himſelf mad:;/ and began to play. prankes 
with his wife: called for a baſontoil1et our 
hisbloud,pretendingthat he would cut his 
throat 4 goes to caſt his childe/in the fare, 
which child hortlyafter fickned and died ; 
ſo'much of this I was both an- eye and care 
witnefle unto; for his _ came crying to 
| mc , 


me, that fhewas th b) atdewith him ir; 
houſs gave nie: « reldtion:of theſethings, 
defriag-me to-come with her co btr huſ- 
band; whien I'tarte I found himon the ded: 

L-askerl him how he did;bache gave me ao. 
af{yecry. after ſome tithe 1 lind thetes: 
he arole + from his houſc;this wicks 
ng yer ent” by him-was dtemetithen: 
abapriſts. of a$swas by afrerweard 
ed )to te:ont of a defign+ 
his vaſe, havitig mar- 
kept terain bills or 
aber Foptoeey are hantsdcaft he 
ſhowld confume ity for which the neva 
tits ſuſpended im aging 'end 10. @ bird, 
Lirfie reeesVet ham agann;wheecin | was it 
ver ſansftd 40 dns days and- 3h retiracny 
of my diffatisfaGon I 'rtfulcd tofir down 
with akon wit the _ table ever _—_ 
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#n Hisrepemance,and 
now 0s Gefen; fore thacobald. 
ſo artificiatiy*doanetiobemadacilc , could 


T. He down thepablignc ac Mimalbry;: 
hr rele apatite ertbencty: wide: 
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that his Bretheren os encted him torheir 
Communion and fHlowſhip he tellsthems 
that unleflethey wouldengageto give him 
gol by the yearhe would feat them, 
2, He is a notorious leech makes little 
confcience of hisword', fd hath x 
- many-untruthsgtouching the 
Rers of Tiverton 029 Falbiy fo ein bye bobs 
whenke reproned + Pherewas a young 
man who awrote-notes after Mr. Lowmays 
-preaching upon ated oy 'of the Coye- 
nant Mt Tivertos'; which agtes this yo 
man deleered-roone of the Anabapritt who 
gave them £0 Via wr » Within three 
or four dayes-aker , this youpg man £ n cane 
ito Wilkans Paoy a h. derpagded theſe 
nates which he 'plainly and peremtority 
Adenyed: ng, ;he' had ther nog, BurW 
diam Facy WW! ellogns th the —_ the 
-YOU1Z ma 
andecheothenanoliiohenyy Wes Fay 
comes in ,: and perodiving the notes in 
mu rakes Prophet force ow 
nd,when the young mai rte to 
cJame of tiifriceale, WW Wag yo 
tO hv a m ore 
his matter! CE uaE pen Ing, wafer 
4vam;!):but roguced angy 
ther -to- err he th of this matter , 


who 
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. who was with him atW1//iamFatyes houſes 
and heard him deny the Sermon notes; af- 
terwards Mr. Lowman meeting with W1l- 
liam Facy repxoyed bim for lying:W3llsanm 
Facy to juſtifie himſelfy tells Mr. Lowman 
that the young man had cleared him jn this 
marter before his maſter, which being exa- 
mined was found, a lye- [.So here were three 
lyes, 1. He denies the Notes, 2+ He denies 
that he did deny them, 3. He affirmes that 
the young man had cleared him,which were 
all falſe, ] Severall untruths hath William 
Facy reported, which upon examination 
hath plaialy/ and clearly / appeared ſo to 
be; yet they continue him their paſtors. 
Yer they themſelyes have. given it under 
their hands,that he'is not fit co manage a 
diſcourſe to. yindicate their- praftice and 
way in Which- they now walk. For there 
wasa diſpute. appointed between Mr. Low- 
924% & WilliamFacy which was occafioned 
by ſome. appofition from the Anabaptiſts 
in Brampton,whete WilliamFacy8 his fol- 
lowers came and oppoled -Mr: Lowman in 
the Pulpitz who eatertairjed ſome diſcourſe 
with him before the Congregation » and 
then referred it to a day, of' publick dif. 
pute- The queſtion to be debared was ( whi- 
ther the infants of believers were in Cove- 
Nant 
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- Nant,) But William Facy being deſirous to 


new ftatethe Queſtion, came to Mr. Low= 
245 houſe and 1n the preſence of feyerall , 
Swore upon the faith of aChriſtianghat the 
Queſtion to be diſcourſed was not , whe- 
ther Infants were in Covenant : But whe- 
ther Infants were to be Baptiſed, ( where 
you may ſee that ſuch as wake little Con- 
ſcience whatthey ſay, will make littleCon- 
ſcience whar they ſwear,) Maſter Lowman 
reproving him for ſwearing 3 told him that 
the queltion to be diſcourſed ſhould be gis 
ven under each others hand ; and if he: de- 
fired to haye the Queſtion ſo ſtated , ir 
ſhould be done: the ume andplace was ap- 
pointed, the Queſtion ſtated, givenin Wri- 
ting» The Anabaprtiſts willing to waye the 
buſinefſe, imployed a mod2{t man of their 
own party, one Mr. Nathaniel Strange with 
ſome others of their Brethren , of which 
Thomas Glaſſewas one, tocome and trear 
with Mr. Lowmazs in order to waye the di- 
ſpuce- Mr.Lownen deſired to know the rea- 
{on of their rerreaty they told him becauſe 
W:lliamFarywas uncapableto manageſuch 
an undertaking. Mr.Lowman asked if they 
would give it under their hands, which ac- 
cordingly they did» and ſubſcribed i in' the 


name of the reſt of their Brethren ; upon 


D 3 which 


\* \ tobefeareds 
ed; fof while I ſat unter your mitiſtry., I 
, could never fint that bleſſing which I have 


| , F22] 
which the difpine was pityEhted 5 yet not- 
withſtanding W {liam F aof 19 their pattors 
I wiſh ———_— heartedarhong them 

would bur {8rioufly conftdet » whether they 

can poſhibly expect a blefſing ftom heaven, 
under ſuch a mans Minifierys whoſe coſe 
I have a ro hmxEd to youy and judge you 
whither I have not cauſe to withdraw 
whete fuch miqulitie is indulged _ 

The third pafticular of my chatge318 for 
charging ſvine of tlie Anabapriſts with de- 
ning magiſtrates and che negleting of 
family tiities ahd fihgingof Plalms. 

Let me tell you I'do fidt charge you with* 
out & cauſe; for thoſe things abound in you 
at that rate 4 that ſeeing yoti ant fin will 
not part; you and. I muſt part j andthough 
{ore nl ur ate deer tome (whom I trult 
the Lord will convinde in his due time) yec 
the Lord Jeſys is ntarer arid deartr,zwhoſe 


communion I muſt 5 and thtough grace do 


prize before pourra yougc I cbntinutd « 
the Lord & I (ſhould hayc part- 


foundfrom that miriiſtty you. teſpile. Ther 
renderneſſe-which the Lord wrought upor; 
my. Spirit-by the publick miniſtry before I 


camcamong fou xdid much dechy while 1 


cones 


am 
I 
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cominued wh you , ..., therefore tis no 
tmall mercy. that the Lord hath brought me 
fompall: uwony et it oy | 
- . 2. Far denying thepower of Magiſtrates 
it is notoriouſly known to many good pear 
ple of Tiverton how: you bays: carped at 
the Magitiracy! there for executing their 
power upon ſabbath breakers and quakers, 
yea you confefſed, & pleadedit againit me, 
as many ot my friends can teftify, when I 
charged youwith u zaffirming that Mag 
firates had! nothing to do with Quakers. 
-''2, For negledt of family duties you can - 
not withour bluſhing ſay that Ewrong you 


in charging the negle& of irupon-you- be- 


1g coniciausto your ſelyey; jet .many-of 
your families: call nor upom:Grqd, which I 
can cnn affirm upon my own per- 
ſonall knowledge,when I walked with you 
beſides when 1 charged you weh it y youat- 


firmed that it was a mansLiberty and ngt | 
his dutys ta pray 1n his family;asmy friends 


canteitity:who were then preſent. -- 


_ 3- For neglefting to fing Plalmes 8n on. 


dinance of you nevyer-performed this 
duty in yourallemblies, bur when'T charged 
'you with this you affirmed itto be no bet- 
ver then -ballads 5 as my friengs ean city 
alſo. I cooie- to the four Satiaft peer 
= 4 cular 
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cular of my charge a abuſing my father- 

But whether by word or deed; or in what 

' manner you gaye me no account 3 But ure 

T am, if I were guilty of ſuch a. thing 4 you 

never 'reproyed me: I muſt 'confefie that 

when I walked with you through your in- 

ſtigationT rook up many: hard thoughts, 

both of my father arg} mother , becauſe they 

laboured ro convince me of mine errour : 

yea and I left my fathers houſe upon this 

very accounty'as I have hinted beforegbur 

through mercy the Lord hath ſhewed me 

my.ey1Jl in ſo-doing, yet you were never the 

peoplethat admoniſhed me all the while I 

walked with you. But now-you a& as if 

you would rejoyce if you could take up any 

thing to reproach me and-fer-yariance be- 

eween the father and theſon-' * | 

But had T been guilty of every ſyllable of 

which youcharge me with » how-can you _ 
bring ic to BliGhemy; Therruth 1s Thomas 

Giaſſe, mademany tad ſhifts ro mince the 

matcer, when' hewas defired- to'make forth 
-wherein-T had been guilty of Blaſphemy. 

Bux letall modeſt tober Chrifhans judges 

:whither that which lies in;the-bottom be nor 

i "ty diicovenng''their wickednefſes and 

l withdrawing” from them , though 'I could 

- not in-cbatcience continue longer = 
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rhemwhenGod ſaid,Come out from among 
chem;which makes them to forge ſomething 
againſt me: and let the reader judge where 
hesrhe guilt; *' ons 

}Fhns I have given-you a brief Narrative 
ofthe principalls and praCtices of theſe A+ 
nabaptiſtsz having walked'with them and 
tryedthemz and bkewiſe an account of 
Gods gracious dealing in bringing me 
fromthem, to attend the publick miniſtry, 
and-of their unjuſt proceedings againlt me 
m this matter. 

' If the good Loxd make it uſefull for the 
good of any poor foule to undeceive him, 
and bring him into the way of God, or to 
preventany from:departing one of Gods 
way, I ſhall rejoyce, ſo that God may nor 
looſe hisglory;nor any of his people loole 
their comfort:which if you tender , be ſure 
to-prizegthoſe wayesin which you received 
the firſt convidtion, leaſt you one day lye 
doyvn.in ſorrow for going away fromGod) 
and from the ftriving of his- Spirit. Let me 
ask'you' that have withdrawn -from that 
Miniſtry; to whom you can ſay , we are 
yourrwork of the Lord:have you the ſame 
renderfiefle, the ſame affeCtions'to/ God » 
tharyou once hadin former dayes: are not 
theſemuch decayed ? O return from whence 
-youare fallea and repent, And 
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us 
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FAY PO "get cauclude by givingthe 
readtr:fan account of the{adiexpenience that 
E bays bad in ewo yeares digreffion from 
the publique miniliry in Tyverroy,which 


God gig at firſt blefle 2a; the AY of 


. (ay foul -- 


1 do Aot Srimbes: that Chas: had 


rokang Conyiftion under all: the. ſermons 
which I heard whillt I walked with them; 


But that ſence of my condition which 1-had 
before did oats and þ by Jutle and licle;fall 
away 3 after I turned my back upon' the 
means which God made uſci of in working 
upon me. Therefore I beg of all chole upon 
whoſe hearts God is working to take heed 
of deſpiting or ſlightyig:thoſe infiruments 
with whom God is preſent; 

2- I was drawn off by theſe men» when 
I was inthe | Srextelt probabillity of receir 
vying good from 'the-minuiery chat ever-[ 
was t-For I do remember :(&jll the Impreſ- 
hons which were made upon my foul. 
chote trucks which I beard from Mr Chi(- 


bull a1xtle before T was this drawn 


which did work mightily wo conyiction: and 
to refolution in me » bur the devil envying 
my proiperity » {ent me; this Thorn+4n the 
eh, png their Ianuations and iempte” 
tions did {0 previ wich 9s thhas I dels this 
Ns -: Bt 


[47] 
miniſtry 26 xftend on chem 3 which was bue 
4 divenſort from the work of my foul and 
E find thas whereas before 1 had ſomchings 
of weigh: upon my ſpirit » theſe were foon 
laid afdes arid 1 had rothing -to doe but _ 
to x pur yn baptifnic z and torayte a- 7 
gain mimfters; ſothat my former awake- © 
nings were turned into droufinefle and ! 
doating about queltons- —_ 

4. As Found noptofit my ſelfby atrend- 
mg upon theit teaching 3 ſo I obſerved little 
ro any cther, Nay it hath been not onely 
mitie-bur the experietice of others, who have 
conſtantly - atrended- chem as long as my 
telf that there wes nothing but deadnefle 
of Spirity to be gaiticd there , which hach at 
laſt cauſed thettito Ueſert them allo, 

4 They are very vigilant and watchfull 
cs find our any that are convinced .and 
awaktned iitider the publique miniftry, and 
when they begin to ſee thmegs a little dark- 
ly and confultdly, they-tdke theadyantage 
of this twilight in-whitch their ſouls are to 
put off their commodiis, where their ſouls 
have ſome eexderneſſes and yet a great 
deal of ignorantey they ate fit co be 
wrought uponby them for by reaſon of tt e 
firftzhey dare not negleRt a Command of 
Gvdaad by reafon of che ſeconds tt aps 
pe- 
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pearsto them that it1s neceſſary to be dipt. 


And they «&e& this eſpecially by theſe 
means,Firlt ſhewing them very much kind- 
neſle, and pretending very -great loye and 
bowels of pity to their ſoules,and they Rand 
lik: Abſalom 1n the gate by fair ſpeeches to 
-_ the hearts of people from their Mini- 
fxers. 

2+ Bypromiling them yery much peace 

in their ways and telling how much 
peace they have found fince they encred into 
this way; andthis isa'very. great notice to. 
ſoules,who have ſome troubles accompany- 
iog their awakeings, and indeed there are 
v2ry few of their hearers or-followers trou- 
bled ia Spirit » for they want a ſearching 
Miniltry, I fear they get ſuch a peace as I 
did by looſing my conviction. 

3. Waeathey ſee that any do incline to 
th:m and their wayin jidgement , they do 
prefle them to a ſpeedy ſubmiſſhon to Bap- 
riſm*exthat they may not haye cime to de- 
hberate abour it, or tg gae to the Miniſter, 
or any chriſtian friendsto adviſe, | 

4- Let me therefore from my experience, 
warn all young Chriſtans to watch in this 
caſe ; for knqw that if the deyill cannot 
keep off che word from your hearts, he will 
then draw you offzif it be poſſible, from thac 

wor 
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wordandMiniftry el he ſees doth proffc 
you. And dcubtlefle he hath gotten much 
by this deſigne; And many foules wilt atlaft- 
lament wiatl now do'( viz. ) thar they 
wereſo ſoon pertwaded to leave the means 
in whichGod did youchſafe to (truggle' with 


«their ſoules, and if any ſuch Temptation do 


come 1n your way) -I beſeech' you to: delt- 
berate about it andthough it be backr. with 
promites of peace;yet enquire whither char 
which others call peace z may not be more 


fitly called flumber. 


5+I have ſeen how they labour to hold thoſe 
by policy,zwhom they have gained-by craft ; 
they hinder all chat inclirie ro -them-from 
hearing any that difcent-fromthem as much 
asin them hes;though never ſo godly s Nay 
though they acknowledge that they have 
- been the Inſtruments of their Convertions 
Nay they do abltaine from all ſociety with 
Chriſtians that are principalled 8 ferrled 
intheir judgements,& able to defendrhem; 
leaſc any of their weak ones ſhould 'heare 
any thing that contradigts their principles: 
ſo that it 1s nothing*but1gnorancey of whar 
is tobe: ſaid againſt their principles and 
practiſes, that keeps the greatelt- part of 
their followers to them, Let me therefore 
beg you> that would know the truth, to 
weigh 


{ 30] 
Waigh what 2s TEC. 2gainl, 2s well x1; 
wha 150 be ken far yourgjainn, for 
itss an. _— of -weaktnedde' and gut 
when we {huo the itryall : Thepartts a ne 
Conſcious thatthbelr opinions and 
woulda Rand fire on hs och 


16 the people, and doubtiefie 

of ny, ro wed mus d (lloweit you 
——— - joe os 

Lan (02 op your neg 
Buri: s£3ſy tO keepainan to you» who aut 
receive your INLerpretatzons of _——— 
on bother, 

.- They dopreſie #2ry uegooondly aka 
ae 16 all the « wa 1 
Gearrals 4bey = tam —— 
and hoknede.: But when 1t.comesto wper- 
ticulars.,a} thor Teal 3angs ovtinte! plus» 
miſfion to thew-way 5. a5# nhere weve ng- 
a6 ar" that -weight thet [Dipping 11a 

rap maritficatios of:ae> far:thewder- 
ting wp of Religion 20 + 4oriper- 
forming #þ*re{pcCting;guyes of the Rela- 
| a > RR Sd ghwr vog 

prolefle ALUgA x1 heaid theme 
vile Mwaltersas:Soniies:and Bhariters yer 
-, Lnevar ſaw Soy. a -af raen ;hac 
/ did qaate «6{emble the hes nnd; Phat, 
| tees chep they 10-1 2m 3hatihey ded up 


cheir 
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Religion much 1n little things, in 


.certain waſhings » and ſo did theſe : they 


have more charity many of them for Qua- 
kers and Ranters then for thoſe that con- 
form notto the Baptiſm. 

I ſpeak not thisof all, for as Thave ſaid ; 
Ibelieve there is a mixture of godly amongſt 
them for vvhole ſakes I vvrite theſe things) 
that they may be vvarned. 

And noyy I bleſs the Lord, that he hath 
bronght me back again,and given me a taſt 
of the ſweerneſſe of the publique Miniſtry 
in this place: And that find God meet- 
ing my foul , and ſtirring a freſh upon my 
ſpirit; and I cannot but pray and mourn 

or thoſe that yer remain under the tem- 
ptations, with which I was holden a long 
time :1 truſt yet , that the time 1s comming) 
that many more ofthem will ſee the evil 
of their wayes as I haye done ; and be hum - 
bled as I haye been; and defire yet to be 
more and more before the Lord. 


FINIS. 


